Safely to the Grave 
Engelska A 
Mattias Perzon NV1a


Book evaluation & Author facts

”Safely to the Grave” by Margaret Yorke

Evaluation:
The book takes place in England. Two women, Laura Burdock and Marion Quilter, are driving home from a ballet performance. Suddenly, a van emerges in front of them. The driver is obviously quite drunk – he is driving in the middle of the road, not permitting any other vehicles to pass. But finally, the women see their chance and overtake. This makes the van driver, Mick Harvey, furious. He steps on the gas, overtakes the little blue Volks-wagen Golf which the women are driving and forces them to slow down. Once again, he drives in the middle of the road, controlling the speed of Marion and Laura until they eventually get rid of him in a mini-roundabout, where Mick is driving anti-clockwise. The shocked women decides to report the van driver to the police – a disastrous decision…

As a reader, you get to know Mick Harvey a bit more. His biggest passion is to frighten people – it makes him “feel alive”. He is married and has got two little children: Cliff, whom he is very fond of, and Mandy. He batters his wife, but never the children. The family lives in a small, Spartan flat. Mick has been arrested for thieving once, and he is committing minor crimes regularly. 

The report of dangerous driving that is handed in by Laura and Marion leads to a more exhaustive scrutiny of Mick. He works as a deliveryman for a furniture company, but when the police find out that he is uninsured and does not have a MOT, he is fired. In Mick’s morbid brain, all this turns out to be the two women’s fault and he is full of vindictiveness.

To afford his living and heavy drinking, Mick is coerced to find a new profession. He starts out as a window cleaner, operating in the neighbourhood of his hometown Merston. One day, a certain Mrs Burdock hires him. The garage doors are open and there stands a blue Volkswagen Golf, which Mick does recognise…

I really enjoyed the novel. In the beginning it was a bit long-winded, but things grew better. It was very fascinating but also almost scary to follow the twisted train of thoughts in the murderer’s mind. Another very positive aspect was that the police’s investigation was not the most important part of the book. The police’s doing may, according to me, easily become a quite insignificant and vapid major part in many detective stories. 

The author has succeeded well in describing the surroundings and the persons. You get a clear picture of every person: the psychopathic Mick, the depressed Beverley, the nice Marion etc. 

There were though a few things I reacted on. I did not think that Laura was going to be killed, so that affected me quite strongly – but not as strongly as when Mick kills Cleo, the yellow Labrador. I have got a dog myself, so perhaps that influenced my reaction. I always have reacted and, presumably, always will react strongly when innocent animals get killed. When the cavalry in a western film advances, I always feel more sorry for the horses that are slaughtered by the Indians than for the killed soldiers. I do not really know why, but it definitely has something to do with the innocence of all animals. There are no animals that are evil –not even a Doberman Pinscher or a Pitbull Terrier. 


I did understand most of the content of the novel, but there was some phrases and words which were a bit hard to comprehend, for example: “Peter was eager to relate how he had got out of the cellar.” Other unusual words were, among others: ajar, till (the noun), tatched, fancy, agony, and briskly. But on the other hand, this gives you a nice training in the usage of the dictionary!

Author facts:
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Margaret Yorke was born in Surrey in 1924 but lived in Dublin until 1937, before moving back to England. At the moment, she lives in a small village in Buckinghamshire. 
During the war, she served in the Woman's Royal Naval Service as a driver. She then worked in the libraries of two Oxford colleges, St Hilda and Christ Church, and she was the first woman ever to work in Christ Church library. She was also a campaigner for Public Lending Rights for authors in Britain and chairman of the Crime Writers' Association between 1979 and 1980.
Her first novel was published in 1957, but after eleven ”problem” novels; she turned to the subject of crime with Dead in the Morning, which was published in 1970. With No Medals for the Major (1974), she began writing novels of suspense, which include The Point of Murder, Serious Intent and, most recently, Act of Violence.
  In 1982, she won the Swedish (!) Academy Detection award for the best translated novel, The Scent of Fear (Onda avsikter). Her books are translated and published in sixteen countries, including the United States and the Czech Republic. In 1993, she won the Golden Handcuffs award for outstanding contribution to crime fiction.
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Today, Margaret Yorke is one of Britain's premier writers of psychological suspense. She often delineates the English village or town with home made cookies, newly brewed tea and gaudy gardens. But the idyll is false, and with psychological sharpness, Margaret Yorke reveals evilness and cruelty behind the neat fronts. With the enormous success of her recent books, Almost the Truth, Criminal Damage and Dangerous to Know, she has joined the ranks of P. D. James, Ruth Rendell, Robert Barnard, Julian Symons and Peter Dickinson as a major international star of modern suspense.
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